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erala were convinced that Hinnihami and the deer
were the direct cause of the child's death. There
was much talk between Babehami and Punchirala;
other villagers were sent for; there was much com-
ing and going and discussion in .the headman's com-
pound, and eventually action was-decided upon.
The next day Hinnihami was collecting firewood
in an old chena. The deer was with her, feeding
at a little distance from her upon the young leaves
and grass. Suddenly she was aroused by noise and
movements near her. A small band of men and boys
from the village had crept quietly through the jungle,
and now were between her and the deer. As she
looked up the first stone was thrown: it missed its
mark, but another followed, and struck with a thud
upon the deer's side. He bounded forward. Hinni-
hami cried out and ran towards him: at the sound
of her voice he stopped and looked round. A shower
of stones fell about him: thin streams of blood began
to trickle down his flanks; suddenly he plunged for-
ward upon his head, his two forelegs broken at the
knees. A cheer broke from the men. Hinnihami,
as she dashed forward, was caught by two men and
flung backwards upon the ground. She fell heavily
and for a moment was stunned; then she heard the
long, bleating cry of pain, and saw the deer vainly
trying to raise itself upon its broken legs among the